Pro-Choice Public Education Project (PEP)

Young Women’s Leadership Council
2009 Application

What do Young Women’s Leadership Council members do?

The mission of the Young Women’s Leadership Council (YWLC) is to be the voice and raise the voices of diverse young women in the sexual and reproductive health and rights movement.  In working towards this mission, the YWLC advises PEP on programming and outreach efforts to ensure that the interests and voices of young women are reflected in all of PEP’s activities.  In addition, the YWLC extends PEP's reach through events, public speaking, and the creation of new outreach and dissemination mechanisms for grassroots and national networks.   Some of our past projects include: She Speaks (2004), On Our Terms (2008), and Reproductive Justice (RJ) Cards.  We have also presented at the following conferences: Sister Song’s Let’s Talk About Sex Conference (2007) and the Hampshire College Civil Liberties & Public Policy Program’s From Abortion Rights to Social Justice Conference (2009).

Who can serve on the YWLC?
The YWLC consists of young women from across the country ages 16-29 who are involved in a wide variety of reproductive health, rights, and justice work, creating an excellent forum for bridge-building between young women in different stages of their activist careers.   From HIV-AIDS awareness to post-abortion counseling, to national advocacy and outreach, PEP has actively recruited women not only with diverse cultural backgrounds, but also with a wide range of interest and experience within the reproductive justice movement and beyond.  The biographies of current Council members are available online at www.protectchoice.org.
What are the main goals of the Council?

In addition to contributing to PEP’s work, the Council works to outreach to diverse groups of young women and elevate their voices within the movement, and to act as a model to the larger national and grassroots community for placing young women in positions of leadership and authority.

Qualifications:  Council members should demonstrate leadership, an interest in writing or public speaking, a sense of humor, and a commitment to sexual and reproductive health, rights, and justice, broadly defined.  The Young Women’s Leadership Council strives to achieve diversity in the following categories: age, ethnicity, educational background, geography, sexuality, religion, socio-economic background, and experience with reproductive health, rights, and justice.

Responsibilities:  YWLC members commit to monthly conference calls, as well as two mandatory in-person Convenings per year that usually take place either in New York or in Washington, DC.  Travel to these meetings will be financed by PEP.  In addition, as a member of the Council you will be expected to engage in YWLC and PEP activities such as submitting articles for the PEP e-newsletter or participating on a committee (approximately 5-10 hours per month), and be an activist in your own community within the reproductive justice movement.  Much of the work of the YWLC happens online through our email listserv.  For full participation, council members need to have access to the internet at least once a week.
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Young Women’s Leadership Council

2009 Application
Name:            
Pronoun:      


E-Mail:       

Birthdate:      
Street Address:      
City, State, Zip:      
Phone Number:                                        FORMCHECKBOX 
cell       FORMCHECKBOX 
home     FORMCHECKBOX 
 school

Geographic Location:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Northeast            FORMCHECKBOX 
Mid-Atlantic           FORMCHECKBOX 
Midwest      FORMCHECKBOX 
South              FORMCHECKBOX 
West
What Country Are You Originally From:       
Racial/Ethnic Identity: (Check all that apply)  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Asian/Pacific Islander                FORMCHECKBOX 
  Black/African American
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Hispanic/Latino                          FORMCHECKBOX 
  Native American/American Indian
 FORMCHECKBOX 
White                                           FORMCHECKBOX 
  Other (please list)      
Gender Identity:      
Sexual Orientation: (Check all that apply)  


 FORMCHECKBOX 
Lesbian   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Gay   FORMCHECKBOX 
Bisexual   FORMCHECKBOX 
Queer   FORMCHECKBOX 
Questioning


 FORMCHECKBOX 
Heterosexual
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Other      
Level of Education:


 FORMCHECKBOX 
Some high school 


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Currently in high school


 FORMCHECKBOX 
High school graduate/GED

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Some college

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Currently attending college

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 College graduate

            FORMCHECKBOX 
Some graduate school                     FORMCHECKBOX 
Currently in graduate school


 FORMCHECKBOX 
Graduate school degree or higher


 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes, I will be available to attend the Convening in November
 FORMCHECKBOX 
No, I will not be able to attend the Convening in November

Areas of Interest:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Reproductive Health
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Blogging/Journalism/Writing
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Sexuality Education
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Meeting facilitation
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Community Organizing
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 LGBTQ Rights
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Campus Organizing
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Public Policy

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Lobbying
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Feminism/Feminist Theory
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 International Issues
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Education

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Religion/Spirituality
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Violence against Women
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Pop Culture
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Media

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 HIV/AIDS
 FORMCHECKBOX 
STI prevention
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Alternative/Complimentary 

             Medicine
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Prison Rights/Abolition

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Pregnancy/Birth/Mothering
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Abortion Rights
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Alternative Medicine
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Birth Control

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Repro Technologies
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Disability Rights
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Immigration
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Health care

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Racial Justice
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Economic Justice

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Public Speaking
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Workshop facilitation

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Research
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Youth Empowerment

Areas of Experience:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Repro Health
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Blogging/Journalism/Writing
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Sexuality Education
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Meeting facilitation
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Community Organizing
 FORMCHECKBOX 
LGBTQ Rights
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Campus Organizing
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Public Policy

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Lobbying
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Feminism/Feminist Theory
 FORMCHECKBOX 
International Issues
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Education

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Religion/Spirituality
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Violence against Women
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Pop Culture
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Media

 FORMCHECKBOX 
HIV/AIDS
 FORMCHECKBOX 
STI prevention
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Alternative/Complimentary 

             Medicine
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Prison Rights/Abolition

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Pregnancy/Birth/Mothering
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Abortion Rights
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Alternative Medicine
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Birth Control

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Repro Technologies
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Disability Rights
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Immigration
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Health care

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Racial Justice
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Economic Justice

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Public Speaking
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Workshop facilitation

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Research
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Youth Empowerment

How did you hear about YWLC and/or PEP?      
1. Why do you want to join the Young Women’s Leadership Council? 

	     


2. Tell us when you first became aware of sexual and reproductive health, rights, and justice issues? Feel free to give either examples of how these issues have played a role in your life, or address the topic more generally. (We are looking for passion and commitment, not necessarily experience!)

	     



3. How do you think your involvement with the YWLC will help to expand the reach of your activism? What skills or knowledge do you hope to gain from participating on the Council?
	     



4. What ideas do you have for helping the YWLC and PEP engage young women on their terms around reproductive justice?

	     




· Submit your application: via email to ywlcapp@gmail.com with your name as the subject of the email OR via regular mail to: PO Box 3952 New York, NY 10163.
· Submit a recommendation letter: The letter can be from someone who can speak about your qualifications either as a strong leader or as a member of the reproductive justice community. We encourage you to be creative in who you choose to write your letter. Recommendation letters can be emailed or mailed, and if emailed should have your name in the subject heading (example: Jane Lee Recommendation). 
· Choose to submit additional documents: You may also choose to send us the following: Resume/Curriculum Vitae, poem, piece of art, or a writing sample (no longer than 2 pages).

To find out more about the YWLC and PEP, please visit www.protectchoice.org. Questions regarding the application process should be directed to ywlcapp@gmail.com .   

The final deadline for this year’s YWLC application cycle is July 1st, 2009. 
The YWLC recruitment timeline:

· May 15: Applications accepted

· July 1: Application final deadline (all applications and supporting materials must be received)
· July 1-August 1: Applications reviewed

· August 15: Finalists contacted for phone interviews
· August 15-August 30: Finalists interviewed by phone

· September 15: New YWLC members selected and notified 

· November 13-15: YWLC Fall Convening at the SisterSong Women of Color Collective Regional Meeting in Washington, DC

DIRECTIONS: You can either fill out this application on the computer and email it to � HYPERLINK "mailto:ywlcapp@gmail.com" ��ywlcapp@gmail.com� OR print it out and mail it to: PO Box 3952 New York, NY 10163. All applications must be received or postmarked by July 1st. 





YWLC members are expected to attend two mandatory in-person Convenings per year (financed by PEP). Will you be able to attend the November 13-15, 2009 Convening at the SisterSong Women of Color Reproductive Health Collective Regional Meeting in Washington, DC? 





The Young Women’s Leadership Council works together to share knowledge, interests, and experiences.  We would like to get a sense of what you hope to learn more about and what you can share with Council. Please mark all that apply.





We would like to know more about you. Please answer the following questions and feel free to be creative. (Type your responses in the shaded area. Maximum length of 200 words each). 





APPLICATION CHECKLIST








